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Logan Briesemeister Second Trimester
Sixth Grade 2019-2020

TWENTIETH CENTURY STUDIES: WORLD WARIII Darel Shelton and Heather Walka

Thematic learning is the guiding philosophy for The College School curriculum. Themes represent concentrated areas of
study involving long-term, in-depth investigations that connect many disciplines and develop varied skills and abilities.
They provide opportunities for the integration of academic disciplines, adventure education, field studies,
community-based learning, personal development, and collaborative work.

Our study of World War Il is a trimester-long experience that offers the opportunity to study, in-depth, one of the greatest
conflicts of human civilization. We begin our class by looking at the various conditions and world events that led up to the
outbreak of the war and the culture of Nazi Germany. We then transition to the home front, learning about propaganda,
life in the U.S. during this time, and the changing roles of women during the war. Shifting our focus to the European and
Pacific arenas, we study the major battles of World War 1l, the Holocaust, and the dropping of the atomic bomb. We
conclude with a trip to Kansas City, exploring museums focusing on various aspects of the historical period, including:
World War |, Winston Churchill, the Negro Leagues, and American jazz. Students then create a museum of all the
projects they complete during the trimester. A major component of this theme is an intensive research project involving
notes, a rough draft, and a final research paper.

0 1 2 3 4
Effectively completes movie assignment v
Explores life during the war via: Propaganda Assignment v
Effectively prepares and actively participates in atomic bomb debate V-
Constructively participates in 20th Century Museum Tour Activity v
Engages in off-campus excursions and trips v
Participates positively in class discussions and group activities v
Uses preliminary research to present a broad overview of research paper topic to v/
class
Effectively cgmpletes i.nitial research steps including finding resources, writing notes, v/
and developing a thesis statement
Uses initial research steps to create a well-written rough draft v
Uses feedback from the rough draft to create a high-quality final research paper V-
Demonstrates effective work habits regarding homework, supplies, and class time v

It was a pleasure to have Logan in our World War Il theme. Logan participated well during many of our class activities and
off-campus excursions. He did particularly strong work during our atomic bomb debate where he contributed many
interesting arguments. Additionally, he worked hard on a variety of projects. These included creating propaganda, as well
as a movie poster based on his viewing of Hacksaw Ridge. When asked why it is important to study World War I, Logan
replied, “because we must remember the past. It is important to remember those who have come before us and those
who have died for us.”

For his research paper, Logan chose to study the Army Nurses Corps. Though he experienced some challenges with the
process initially, he worked hard to learn and understand the steps involved in writing a research paper. While his
research provided him with many facts and quotations to support his thesis in his rough draft, much information came
from one source, and his paper would have benefitted from some additional editing in terms of conventions. While crafting
his final paper, Logan worked to use his rubric to make a number of good improvements. Nice job, Logan!

H = Honors, 4 = Excellent Progress, 3 = Above Average, 2 = Average, 1 = Below Average, 0 = Unsatisfactory Progress



Logan Briesemeister Second Trimester
Sixth Grade 2019-2020

SIXTH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS Kevin Parentin

Language Arts instruction in Middle School centers on helping students to develop as readers, writers, and speakers. In
reading, students are introduced to great literature and also required to read independently. Discussion groups and written
reflections help students build the skills to be able to express their own thinking about what they read. In writing, students
experiment with a wide range of genres, from short stories to poetry to formal essays. Using the 6+1 Writing Traits,
students grow in the style, organization, and mechanics of their writing. In students' Writing Workshop and throughout the
curriculum, a culture of revision and multiple drafts exists. Students are also expected to develop oral presentation skills.
Through class discussions, debates, and formal speeches, students develop their confidence and skills as speakers. In
Language Arts, instruction is dedicated to developing critical readers, competent writers, and articulate speakers.

0 1 2 3 4

Demonstrates comprehension of literature read in class v
Completes independent reading assignments v
Writes with strong ideas and appropriate organization v

Utilizes correct writing mechanics (spelling, grammar, etc.) v
Demonstrates understanding of assigned vocabulary words v
Actively contributes to class discussions v
Effectively presents on assigned topic v
Comes to class prepared and with homework completed v
Participates in class activities and uses class time wisely v
Behaves in an appropriate and respectful way v

Logan is an energetic member of the class who is always eager to share a thought or ask a question. This is a particular
strength of his, which keeps class discussions lively and interesting. Logan’s writing continues to show strength — he has
the true patience of a writer in that he works hard to develop and expand on the ideas of his writing. My challenge for him
in the third trimester is to look to some of the building blocks of essay writing and use them to his advantage to write more
fluent work — namely power statements and transitional expressions, which will offer his final drafts greater flow.

H = Honors, 4 = Excellent Progress, 3 = Above Average, 2 = Average, 1 = Below Average, 0 = Unsatisfactory Progress
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SIXTH GRADE MATH Mike Lagow

Sixth Grade Math is designed as a continued progression of students’ development of the core math curriculum at grade
level. The course focuses on strengthening number fluency and computation skills to help prepare them for more complex
operations and their real-world application. The Sixth Grade Math curriculum is informed by the National Council of
Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) Standards and uses the text Math in Focus (Course 1): Singapore Math by Marshall
Cavendish.

Uses ratio reasoning and various models to interpret ratios and solve real-world
problems, i.e. tables, bar models, equations; makes tables of equivalent ratios and v
uses tables to compare ratios; uses ratio reasoning to convert, manipulate, and
transform measurement units

Interprets unit rates and uses rate language in the context of a ratio relationship; uses
ratio and rate reasoning to solve real-world mathematical problems; uses ratio v
reasoning to convert measurement units when multiplying and dividing quantities

Computes with multi-digit decimals and fractions; represents proportional relationships
as fractions, decimals, and percents; uses ratio and rate reasoning to solve real-world v
and mathematical problems involving percents

Writes, reads, and evaluates variable expressions; uses properties to generate and
identify equivalent expressions; uses variables to write expressions when solving v
real-world or mathematical problems

Exhibits thought processes by showing work in a predictable and logical format v

Demonstrates effective work habits regarding homework, supplies, and class time v

2T Average: 91

Logan continues to show steady progress in math this trimester, though | believe strongly that he is capable of even more.
He is a bright, funny, energetic young man who enjoys participating in class discussions and offering a unique perspective
on different topics. When he takes the time to process through a certain topic, he displays a talent for problem solving
and critical thinking in particular. Logan has his own process and works at his own pace, but at times his agenda can vary
from the rhythm of the class. Occasionally, he can fixate on a particular problem that he is intent on figuring out or a
question he wants to ask, and he struggles to be patient if we are working on something else at the time. As Logan learns
to consistently organize his thoughts, persevere through his mistakes, and recognize and respect some of the natural
boundaries within the classroom, he will have a wonderful opportunity to realize his tremendous potential. | look forward
to watching him continue to grow!

H = Honors, 4 = Excellent Progress, 3 = Above Average, 2 = Average, 1 = Below Average, 0 = Unsatisfactory Progress
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MEDIA TECHNOLOGY Jason Raznick

Scriptwriting, storytelling, and video production are the primary focus of this course. Additionally, students study proper
lighting techniques. Students also learn to write a properly formatted screenplay. Using these scripts, students record
video footage that is then edited using Apple’s iMovie to create video productions.

0 1 2 3 4
Consistently puts forth effort in class v
Shows understanding of computer applications v
Demonstrates an understanding of video production techniques v
Works cooperatively and effectively in groups v
Actively participates in classroom discussions v

Logan had an outstanding trimester in Media Technology. He always took an interest in classroom discussions and asked
appropriate questions. Furthermore, Logan displayed an understanding of the pre-production software, Celtx. He utilized
the software to write a professionally formatted script called “Day Of The Zeachers.” Additionally, during the filming
process, Logan was an integral member of the production team.

H = Honors, 4 = Excellent Progress, 3 = Above Average, 2 = Average, 1 = Below Average, 0 = Unsatisfactory Progress
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HUMAN SEXUALITY John Colbert and Julia Batz

In this class, Sixth Grade students explore biological facts, personal values, and implications of their decisions in human
sexual behavior. Through a variety of materials, students study anatomy, adolescence, reproduction, contraception, and
risks and responsibilities associated with sexual behavior. Open communication with families and peers is encouraged.
This course is required for all Sixth Grade students.

0 1 2 3 4

o . . . v

Identifies female reproductive organs and their functions +

o , . . 4

Identifies male reproductive organs and their functions +
Demonstrates understanding of fertilization, development of the embryo and fetus, v/

and the birth process

Identifies types of contraceptives, their effectiveness, and how they function :
Exhibits understanding of issues related to sexually transmitted infections V-

v

Demonstrates effective work habits regarding homework, supplies, and class time +

Logan had a strong trimester in Human Sexuality. He paid attention in class, and contributed thoughts and insights when
prompted. In his end of course reflection, Logan shared that, "I think the most important thing | learned was about
methods of birth control." We commend Logan for demonstrating a mature attitude while learning about these important
topics.

H = Honors, 4 = Excellent Progress, 3 = Above Average, 2 = Average, 1 = Below Average, 0 = Unsatisfactory Progress
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CIRCUS SKILLS Scott Hanson

Circus Skills is a hands-on course where students learn to balance, juggle, walk stilts, and use poi, cigar boxes, spin
plates, rola-bola, walking globes and much more. The main requirement of this course is for students to be actively
engaged at learning or improving these tangible skills and giving each skill their best effort. Students are assessed on how
patient and persistent they are, how well they listen to and follow suggestions, and how well they work with each other.
The students showcase their work in a final performance, featuring their favorite skills they have learned or improved
upon.

0 1 2 3 4
Follows directions v
Is patient yet persistent v
Works sensitively with other students v
Balancing v
Juggling Beanbags v
Juggling Rings NA
Walking Globe NA
Cigar Box Manipulation v
Pedal Wheels v
Spinning Plates v
Stilts v
Poi v
Hula Hoops v
Rip Stick v
Diabolo v

Circus skills was a good class for Logan to be a part of. The balancing and juggling skills that begin every class were
consistently challenging for Logan and it was good to see some gradual improvement with these from Logan. It was fun
to see Logan and his hula-hoop partners create a fun final sharing. | encourage Logan to stay focused and dedicated to
improving skills in a patient, step-by-step manner. When Logan fully commits to challenges in a determined manner, he
will experience results.

H = Honors, 4 = Excellent Progress, 3 = Above Average, 2 = Average, 1 = Below Average, 0 = Unsatisfactory Progress
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BASKETBALL Heather Walka

This is a course for students interested in developing or improving their basketball skills - and playing the sport for the love
of the game. Students work on fundamentals including dribbling, passing, shooting, rebounding, and defense. By
combining sport-specific skills and exercises, students enhance their aerobic capacity, speed, agility, muscular strength,
and power. Through drills and gameplay, students will have the opportunity to implement and further practice their skills
both individually and as part of a team. Leadership, teamwork, communication, good sportspersonship, and fair play are
emphasized.

Understands the importance of plyometrics

Demonstrates good shooting technique

Demonstrates defensive posture and movement

Demonstrates good movement on offense

Demonstrates effective play and work ethic during practices

Demonstrates a positive attitude toward competition

SISISIN N SN+ (o

Demonstrates good sportspersonship and coachability

Dresses appropriately for class v

This trimester in Basketball, students worked to further develop their skills and understanding of the game through a mix
of targeted drill practice and scrimmages. Coachability and teamwork were two areas of emphasis. Overall, Logan had a
successful trimester. As a member of the class, he worked to develop his fundamental skills. While newer to the game of
basketball, he demonstrated improvement in many areas, including his shooting technique.

H = Honors, 4 = Excellent Progress, 3 = Above Average, 2 = Average, 1 = Below Average, 0 = Unsatisfactory Progress



